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MATRIX DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
DETERMINING THE LOCATION AND TIME
OF REACTION OF THE GAMMA QUANTA
AND THE USE OF THE DEVICE TO
DETERMINE THE LOCATION AND TIME OF
REACTION OF THE GAMMA QUANTA IN
POSITRON EMISSION TOMOGRAPHY

The subject matter of the invention arc a matrix device and
method for determining the location and time of reaction of
the gamma quanta and the use of the device to determine the
location and time of reaction of the gamma quanta in positron
emission tomography. More specifically the invention
describes a solution to determine the spatial distribution of
concentration of selected substances in the body and changes
of their concentration in time.

Positron emission tomography is based on the determina-
tion of the spatial distribution of concentration of selected
substances in the body and the changes of this concentration
in time. To this end, the patient is administered pharmaceuti-
cals marked with radioactive isotope emitting positrons.
Radioactive market is chosen so that it decays with the emis-
sion of positrons. The tomography uses the fact that the
positron from the marker and electron from an atom of the
body annihilate in contact with each other and their mass is
converted into energy in the form of gamma quanta. Most
frequently these are two gamma quanta flying back to back
along the line with an exactly defined energy equal to 511
keV. The annihilation occurs typically only a few millimeters
from the decay of the marker. This fact determines a natural
limit of sharpness of the PET image. PET tomograph allows
to locate the radioactive marker by measuring the direction of
flight of the annihilation quanta. Radiation detectors are usu-
ally arranged in layers forming a ring around the patient.
Currently, all commercial PET tomographs use inorganic
scintillator material for detection. The energy of gamma
quantum hitting the scintillator can be transferred partially or
entirely to an electron of the material, which then produces
flash of lights through ionization and deexcitation of atoms or
molecules of the scintillator. These flashes are then converted
to electrical pulses by photomultipliers connected to the scin-
tillators. The number of photons generated in scintillator
material is proportional to the energy that a quantum trans-
ferred to the electron. In turn, charge of electrical signal
generated by photomultipliers is proportional. to the number
of photons incident on the photomultiplier window. For the
energy of gamma quanta amounting to 511 keV there are two
significant processes called photoelectric effect and Compton
effect. In the first process gamma quantum transfers to the
electron its entire energy, while in the second process only
part of the energy is transferred depending also on the elec-
tron scattering angle. As a result of these processes, the spec-
trum of charge of registered signals consists of a continuous
distribution corresponding to Compton effect and a peak cor-
responding to the photoelectric effect. Separation of this
maximum allows to distinguish the cases where the annihila-
tion quanta of energy 511 keV reached scintillator undis-
turbed from all the others cases. In the current tomographs
one use scintillating crystals, made usually in size of about 5
cmx5 cm and which are additionally blazed into smaller
pieces with dimensions of 0.5 cmx0.5 cm separated from
each other with reflecting material. The end of each scintil-
lating module is connected to photomultipliers which convert
light into electrical impulses. This arrangement permits to
determine, with the accuracy equal to the size of the small
unit, the position where the gamma quantum reacted. There-
fore, in the further analysis, one assumes that the quantum
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was absorbed in the middle of the unit. This causes the smear-
ing of the image, the greater, the farther foam the axis of the
tomograph the annihilation occurred, and the larger is the
scintillator module. One try to improve the image resolution
by calculating the point of annihilation along the line of flight
of'the quanta by measurement of the time difference between
the arrival of the gamma quanta to the detectors. In the litera-
ture this technique is known as TOF (time of flight), and
tomographs which use the time measurements are termed
PET-TOF. For efficient application of this technique one
requires the time resolution in order of tens of picoseconds,
unattainable in the current tomographs based on inorganic
scintillators.

In Patent Application U.S. 2006060823 (published at Mar.
26, 2006) an invention for a radiation detection scintillator
using a flexible composite is described. This composite is
created by the rapid mixing of dense, doped with rare earth
elements oxyorthosilicate (eg, LSO: Ce, LSO: Sm, or GSO:
Ce) with a binder which is transparent to the radiation emitted
from the scintillator. Composites are uniform and can be
made in large sizes and different shapes. Importantly, such a
composite can emit radiation in the range of responses cor-
responding to the photomultiplier (400 nm) which increases
the efficiency of the detector.

In Patent Application U.S. 2008237470 (published at Oct.
2, 2008) a scintillation detector containing nanoparticles of
scintillation component embedded in a matrix of plastic
material is presented. The nanoparticles can be made from
materials such as metal oxides, metal oxohalides, oxysul-
phides metals or metal halides. New ways of producing nano-
particles were developed in which particles can be coated by
organic material or polymers before setting into a plastic
matrix. The technique of matching the reflectance of the
plastic matrix by the use of titanium dioxide nanoparticles
was also developed. Scintillator can be joined with at least
one photo-detector system forming a scintillation detector,
which can be adapted for use in X-ray imaging systems, such
as digital X-ray imaging, mammography, CT, PET or SPECT,
or in safe detectors of radiation and detectors of the under-
ground radiation.

In patent applications U.S. 2008296505 (published at Dec.
4,2008) and WO 2007082126 (published at Jul. 19, 2007) the
way to reconstruct the image of the time of flight (TOF) is
described. It includes obtaining of the outline of the investi-
gated object in the test area (14) of imaging system (10).
Events related to the radiation emitted from the object are
recorded and converted into electronic data. The electrical
signals corresponding to the incident radiation from outside
the object are removed, thus the final images are recon-
structed from the remaining electronic data.

In Patent Application U.S. 2004173752 (published at Sep.
9,2004) one has , demonstrated that in case of certain hybrid
organic/inorganic perovskite as the scintillator material,
radiation is generated in the optical range at a rate of around
subnanoseconds, and the same scintillator can be used as a
detector of gamma radiation in PET tomography. PET scan-
ner, according to the invention, contains a scintillator-based
hybrid organic/inorganic perovakite compounds selected
from the compounds of specific formula. Speed of response
known for scintillators presently used in PET tomography is
very limited, because there is a restriction of resolution
obtained by this method. In order to solve this problem, one
has estimated that the scintillator response rate should be
approximately 0.1 ns. The development of such scintillator
allowed to limit temporal resolution obtained with this
Method. In the described application methods of manufacture
and the composition of such scintillators on the order of
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several cubic centimeters are given. However, in order to
achieve spatial resolution along the lines of response, that
would be on the order of the natural uncertainty originating
from the positron absorption in the body of the patient, the
required time resolution should be better than 50 ps and the
economic imaging of the entire human body needs fast scin-
tillators on the order of meters in size.

In the Patent Application EP 2047297 (published at Apr.
21, 2008) PET tomograph (100) based on time of flight mea-
surement is presented. It includes the detector (106), system
(120) of data acquisition, system of compliance (122) and
reconstructing unit (129). Elements for imaging affect the
time resolution of the system (100) so that the positron data,
which are collected along different lines of response are char-
acterized by different timing resolutions. These time resolu-
tions are used for determining the position of registered
events along the corresponding lines of response.

Despite the above described research focused on solutions
for determination of the place and time of the interaction of
gamma quanta used in positron emission tomography, there is
a continuing need for an effective solution for detection of
radiation using a plastic scintillator doped with atoms of high
atomic number, which would allow to obtain time resolutions
needed for the effective application of TOF techniques, as
well as for substantial reductions in the cost of production of
PET tomographs due to the relatively easy possibility to pro-
duce organic scintillators in any size.

The purpose of this invention is to provide resources that
could be used to produce solutions for the determination of
the place and time of reacting gamma quanta used in positron
emission tomography.

The realization of such a particular purpose, and solution of
problems described in the state-of-art techniques associated
with measuring of time of flight and with limitations of the
obtained time resolution, have been achieved in the present
invention.

The invention is a matrix device to determine the location
and time of interaction of gamma quantum built out of scin-
tillation chamber, characterized in that the chamber contains
a scintillation plates constructed out of plastic scintillator
preferentially doped with atoms with an atomic number of at
least 50 and in that the surface of the scintillation plates reflect
photons incident to the surface from the inside at an angle
greater than the so-called boundary angle, and in that the
photomultipliers constitute a detector wall registering on
each side light pulses emerging from the scintillation cham-
ber, and also in that the resulting light pulses are converted
into electrical signals by means of matrix of photomultipliers
situated between scintillation plates and casing of the whole
device, while photomultipliers are attached to the mounting
plate which is attached to the housing which shelter and
maintain the entire device, which is attached to the frame, in
which scintillation plates are embedded. while the mounting
plate for supporting of the photomultipliers has a net of cutted
holes, whose size and shape are matched to the size and shape
of the casing of photomultipliers, while between the photo-
multipliers and scintillation plates air layer is left and in the
first step of data analysis those events are selected for which
signals were registered in at least three side layers and in front
and back layer of photomultipliers and then to further pro-
cessing only those signals are taken, which appeared within a
fixed time interval, after which the location of quantum reac-
tionin a plate plane (xy) is determined with three independent
methods based on the amplitude of the signals from the front
and rear photomultiplier layers, on amplitudes of signals from
side photomultiplier layers, on time of photomultiplier sig-
nals from the front and back layers while as the final result the
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average weighted with appropriate measurement uncertain-
ties is taken , whereupon from the distribution of signal ampli-
tudes in the photomultipliers in side panels of the plates the
depth of gamma quantum interaction (DOI) and LOR lines
are determined, then based on the time of signals from all the
photomultipliers the point of annihilation along the LOR line
is defined, and delivered set of the reconstructed LOR lines
and the location of annihilation points along these lines pro-
vides a tomographic picture.
Preferably, when the voltage is distributed to the photomul-
tiplier dynodes by the voltage dividers, which are matched to
the type of photomultiplier, and that the voltage divider is
supplied via voltage cables by the power supply placed in the
housing for the electronics adjacent to the casing of photo-
multipliers, and signals from the photomultipliers are deliv-
ered to electronic circuits using signal cables.
Preferably, the scintillation plates am connected by an optical
cement whose refractive index is similar to the refractive
index of the material from which the scintillator plates are
made, while similar refractive indexes minimize the reflec-
tion of photons in the place of connection.
Preferably, the scintillator plates are separated from the inte-
rior chamber with a lightproof foil.
Preferably, when the plastic cover is seen from the patient’s
side.
Preferably, the walls of photomultipliers can be divided into
the right (P), left (L), top (G) and bottom (D), and registering
the light in front (F) and rear (T) part.
Preferably, when the device is presented in FIGS. 1 to 7.
The next subject of the invention is a method to determine
the location and time of interaction of gamma quantum, char-
acterized in that the surface of the scintillator plate reflects
photons incident to the surface from the inside at an angle
greater than the so-called boundary angle, and in that the
photomultipliers constitute a detector wall registering on
each side light pulses emerging from the scintillator plates,
and also in that the resulting light pulses are converted into
electrical signals by means of matrix of photomultipliers
situated between scintillation plates and casing of the whole
device, while photons of light, resulting from absorption of
the gamma quantum in the scintillator material that reach the
surface of the plate at an angle smaller then the boundary
angle fly out and are registered by the photomultipliers sur-
rounding the scintillation chamber, and in the first step of data
analysis those events are selected for which signals were
registered in at least three side layers and in front (F) and back
(T) layer of photomultipliers and then for further processing
only those signals are taken, which appeared within a fixed
time interval, after which the location of quantum reaction in
a plate plane is determined, whereupon based on the distri-
bution of amplitudes of the signals in side photomultipliers
the depth of gamma quantum interaction (DOI) and LOR
lines ate determined, where on the basis of the point of anni-
hilation and knowledge about amplitudes and times of signals
registered by photomultipliers one determines the energy
deposited in the scintillation material by gamma quantum and
the time of reaction, one calculates the location of annihila-
tion along the LOR line, one determines the point of annihi-
lation, whereupon the delivered set of reconstructed LOR
lines and the location of annihilation points along these lines
provides a tomographic picture.
Preferably, when a layer of air is left between the photomul-
tipliers and scintillation chamber, and that light signals are
registered by a larger number of photomultipliers due to
refraction of the line of light coming out of the scintillation
plate into the air.
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Preferably, when the electronic circuit converts the amplitude
and time of emergence of signals to digits, which are sent to
the computer in binary form, where on its basis the distribu-
tion of density of radioactive marker in the patient’s body is
reconstructed.

Preferably, when the location of quantum reaction in a plate
plane (x-y) is determined with three independent methods
based on the position of the photomultipliers and on ampli-
tudes of the signals from the front (F) and rear (R) photomul-
tiplier layers, on amplitudes of signals from side photomul-
tiplier layers, on time of photomultiplier signals from the
front and back layers while as the final result the average
weighted with appropriate measurement uncertainties is
taken.

Preferably, when one determines the depth of gamma quan-
tum interaction (DOI) from the distribution of signal ampli-
tudes in the photomultipliers in side panels of the plates,
where on the basis of the point of reaction and knowledge
about amplitudes and times of signals registered by photo-
multipliers one determines the energy deposited in the scin-
tillation material by gamma quantum and the time of reaction,
one calculates the location of annihilation along the LOR line,
whereupon the delivered set of reconstructed LOR lines and
the location of annihilation points along these lines provides
atomographic picture. Preferably, when the energy deposited
by gamma quantum in scintillator material and the reaction
time is determined taking into account the total number of
photomultipliers, which gave a signal due to the reaction of
the gamma quantum, the distance between the point of the
reaction and the middle of photomultiplier window (A,,), the
calibration constant (v,) corresponding to the speed of the
light signal in the scintillator, and the calibration constant ()
indicating attenuation of signal, uncertainty of determination
of the amplitude (o).

Preferably, when it is used in Positron Emission Tomography.

The next subject of the invention is application of the
device as described above in positron emission tomography.

The attached figure provides a better explanation of the
substance of a solution, whereby:

FIG. 1 shows a general scheme of the device, which con-
sists of a scintillation chamber, into which the patient, after
inserting the radio-pharmaceuticals, is placed 7;

FIG. 2 shows a sample arrangement of scintillation plate 8;

FIG. 3 shows the photomultipliers 10, which form the
detection walls registering on each side the light pulses
emerging out of the scintillation chamber;

FIG. 4 shows a sample photomultiplier mounting, while
FIG. 4a presents a set of photomultiplier and voltage divider,
and FIG. 45 a part of the plate 11 for mounting the photomul-
tiplier,

FIG. 5 shows a horizontal section of the scintillation cham-
ber with casing 2 and photomultiplier 10;

FIG. 6 shows exemplary light-proof photomultiplier
attachment to mounting plate with the handle connected to
the photomultiplier tube;

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary logic diagram of the electronic
system, which allows to obtain the information about ampli-
tude and time of the impulses generated by photomultipliers;
FIG. 8 shows a gamma quantum and a scintillation plate; FIG.
9 shows an annihilation point between scintillation plates.

Where various markings on the figures indicate:

1—Scintillation chamber for the examination of the
patient, 2—housing of the chamber and photomultipliers,
3—housing for electronic circuits, 4—computer for the
reconstruction of the tomographic image, 5—monitor,
6—printer, 7—a platform that allows the patient to move into
the scintillation chamber, 8—scintillation plates, 9—plates
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are connected by an optical cement whose refractive index is
similar to the refractive index of the scintillator n~1.58,
10—photomultiplier, while 10 D, 10 G, 101, 10 L, 10 F, 10
T-are the lower, upper, right, left, front and rear wall of pho-
tomultipliers, 11—plate for mounting photomultipliers,
12—frame for fixing the scintillation chamber, 13—Ilayer of
air, 14—voltage divider, 15, 16—high voltage cables and
signal cables; where 15—power cable, 16—signal cable,
17—light-proof foil, 18—plastic shield of the inside of the
scintillation chamber, 19—bracket, 20—photomultiplier
shield, 21—seal, 22—bolt, 23—light-proof exit of power and
signal cables, 24—signal cables, 25—system for signals
separation, 26—time-delay system, 27—ADC—charge-to-
digit  converter, 28—TDC—time-to-digit converter,
29—multichannel discriminator, 30—system to count the
multiplicity of signals, 31—coincidence system.

For a better understanding of the solutions below an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention is presented.

Example

FIG. 1 shows a general scheme of the device, which con-
sists of a scintillation chamber (1), into which the patient,
after inserting the radio-pharmaceuticals, is placed. Gamma-
quanta resulting from the decay of radioactive marker in the
patient’s body produce light flashes in the scintillation cham-
ber. The resulting light pulses are converted into electrical
signals by means of matrix of photomultipliers located
between the scintillation chamber and casing of the entire unit
(2). The signals from the photomultipliers are sent using
cables to the electronics located in the housing (3) sticking to
the scintillation chamber casing. The electronic circuit con-
verts the amplitude and time of emergence of signals to the
digits, which are sent to the computer in binary form (4),
where on its basis the distribution of density of radioactive
marker in the patient’s body is reconstructed. This image can
be viewed on the screen (5), printed (6), or saved to disk in the
computer. In order to perform the examination the patient is
placed on the platform (7), which can be slipped into the
scintillation chamber (1) lined from the patient’s side with
plastic cover (18).

Scintillation chamber (1) consists of strips of plastic scin-
tillator doped with atoms of high atomic number, in this case
lead. FIG. 2 shows an exemplary arrangement of scintillation
plates (8). Surfaces of the scintillation strips should be cutted
with diamond blade, or polished in order to reflect photons
incident to the surface from the inside at an angle greater than
the so-called boundary angle. Plates are connected by an
optical cement (9) whose refractive index is similar to the
refractive index of the material from which the scintillation
plates are made. Similar coefficients of light minimize the
reflection of photons in the place of connection. Photons of
light, resulting from absorption of the gamma quantum in the
scintillator material that reach the surface of the plate at an
angle smaller then the boundary angle fly out and are regis-
tered by the photomultipliers surrounding the scintillation
chamber.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the photomultipliers 10 constitute
detection walls registering from each side light pulses going
out from the scintillation chamber. Walls of photomultipliers
could be divided into: the side right (10 P), and left (10 L),
upper (10 G) and lower (10 D), and recording the light in front
(10 F) and rear (10 T).

InFIG. 4 the lower-right corner of the device is shown as an
example of photomultipliers mounting.

Photomultipliers are attached to the mounting plate 11, which
is attached to the housing which shelter and maintain the
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entire device 2. To this housing also a frame 12 is attached, in
which scintillator plate are embedded 8. The mounting plate
for supporting of the photomultipliers has a net of cutted
holes, whose size and shape are matched to the size of pho-
tomultipliers and the shape of the casing, and the relative
arrangement and distance can be optimize in view of the
required resolution and cost of the device. Between the pho-
tomultipliers and scintillation plates air layer is left 13. It
causes, due to refraction of the line of light coming out of the
scintillation plate into the air, that light signals are registered
by a larger number of photomultipliers, which consequently
contributes to the improvement of spatial resolution of the
device. Voltage to the photomultiplier dynodes 10 is distrib-
uted by the voltage dividers 14, which are matched to the type
of photomultiplier. The voltage divider 14 is supplied via
voltage cables 15 by the power supply placed in the housing
for the electronics adjacent to the casing of photomultipliers,
labeled as 3 in FIG. 1. Signals from the photomultipliers are
delivered to electronic circuits using signal cables 16.

Scintillation chamber must be optically isolated from the
room in which the tomograph operates. Therefore, both the
photomultipliers mounting and mounting of the plastic inner
of the chamber have to be light-proof. Exemplary schematic
solutions are shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

FIG. 5 shows horizontal section through the scintillation
chamber with housing 2 and photomultipliers 10. Scintilla-
tion plates 8 are separated from the interior of the chamber
with light-prooffoil 17. The plastic cover 18 can be seen from
the patient’s side.

FIG. 6 presents an exemplary light-proof photomultiplier
mounting 10 to the plate 11 made by means of handle 19
connected to the shield of photomultiplier 20. Light-proofing
is provided by seals 21.

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary logic diagram of the electronic
system that allows to obtain information about the amplitude
and time of impulses generated by photomultipliers. These in
turn are closely connected with time and amplitude of light
signals reaching the photomultipliers.

Software to analyze the data in the first step selects those
events, for which signals were registered in at least three side
layers and in front and back layer of photomultipliers. For
further processing only those signals are taken, which
appeared within a fixed time interval (several nanoseconds).
Then the location of quantum reaction in a plate plane (xy) is
determined with three independent methods according to for-
mulas I, IT and III, where

(Formula I)

Np
D Ar-B
i=1

X=a-

Ng . Np

> A+ 3 Ap -y
=1 =1

where

N and N,—the number of photomultipliers, which gave a
signal in the front (F) and rear (T) layer,

a, p, y—calibration constants

A —amplitude of signal of the ith photomultiplier in the
front layer, A,,—amplitude of signal of the ith photomulti-
plier in the back layer;
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(formula II)

where
x,—X coordinate of the position of ith photomultiplier in a
plane P;

(formula IIT)

where

v, A—calibration constants t,” i t,”—time of signal of the
photomultiplier in the front and rear layer, respectively while
as the final result the average weighted with appropriate mea-
surement uncertainties is calculated.

Formulas I and II take into account information about the
amplitudes of signals, while formula III uses arrival times of
light signals to the photomultipliers. FormulaIIl is based only
on time information and is characteristic for this invention.
Knowledge of the amplitudes distribution of signals in pho-
tomultipliers on the sides of plates allow to determine the
depth of the interaction of the gamma quantum (DOI). For the
calculation one use in the first approximation formula IV:

Ng Np Ng Np (formula IV)
D A Y luAs ) udp
DOI = —|— + = = +— ,
4| Np o Nro Ng Np
2 AF 2 Ar 2 Ac 2 Ap
i 7 7 i
where

z,—denotes the centre of ith photomultiplier along z axis
(thickness of the plate).

FIG. 8 shows a gamma quantum and a scintillation plate.

Determination of the depth of interaction (DOI) of quan-
tum is also an important feature of this invention. Knowing
the coordinates r=(X, y, z) for the point of reaction for both
gamma quanta r1 and r2 the LOR lines are determined.

Determination of the reaction point and knowledge of the
amplitude and times of signals registered in photomultipliers
allows calculation of the energy deposited by the gamma
quantum in the scintillator material and time when the reac-
tion occurred. This can be roughly calculated according to
formulas V and VI, where the formula V:

(formula V)

where

N—number of all the photomultipliers, which gave a signal
by the reaction of a gamma quantum,

Ar,—the distance between the point of the reaction and the
middle of the window of the ith photomultiptier
Ar,=I7-7

v,—calibration constant corresponding to the speed of light
of' the signal in the scintillator, the formula VI:
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N Ar (formula VI)
S aar-et [aFa
=1

N
1
Z oF(AD

i=1

E=

where

A—the calibration constant denoting attenuation of the sig-
nal,

o—uncertainty of determination of the amplitude.
Knowingrl,r2,t1 and t2 we can calculate using TOP method.
the point of annihilation along the LOR line from the formula
VII:

e
ALOR=2_1

n (formula VII)
7 ©

where
C—speed of light.

FIG. 9 shows an annihilation point between scintillation
plates.

Then the annihilation point ?a can be determined using the
formula VIII:

— =

rp—nrn

g
| =]

(formula VIII)
-ALOR.

The described device provides a set of reconstructed LOR
lines and the position of annihilation points along these lines.
Based on these data one can obtain the tomographic image
using image reconstruction techniques.

The invention claimed is:

1. A matrix device for determining a location and a time of
a gamma quantum interaction and comprising a scintillation
chamber, wherein said scintillation chamber comprises:

(a) scintillation plates constructed out of a plastic scintil-
lator doped with atoms with atomic number of at least
50, wherein surfaces of said scintillation plates are con-
figured to reflect photons incident to said surfaces from
inside of said scintillation chamber at an angle greater
than a boundary angle,

(b) photomultipliers forming detector walls and arranged
as side layers (L, G, P, D) of said scintillation chamber
and as a front layer (F) and a back layer (T) of said
scintillation chamber for registering light pulses emerg-
ing from said scintillation chamber and for converting
said light pulses into electronic signals,

(c) a mounting plate attached from a housing for sheltering
said matrix device wherein said photomultipliers are
attached to said mounting plate an wherein said mount-
ing plate is situated between said scintillation plates and
said housing, and wherein said mounting plate has a net
of culled holes, said holes having a size and a shape
corresponding to a casing of each of said photomultipli-
ers,

(d) a frame attached to said housing, wherein said scintil-
lation plates are embedded in said frame

(e) an air layer between said photomultipliers and said
scintillation planes and

(f) and electronic system configured to:
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(1) select events for which said electronic signals were
registered in at least three side layers (L, G, P, D) and
in said front layer (F) and said back layer (T) of said
scintillation chamber,

(ii) include in further processing only those of said elec-
tronic signals which appeared within a fixed time
interval,

(iii) determine said location of said gamma quantum
interaction in a plane of said scintillation plates as an
average of calculations made with three independent
methods:

(1) based on amplitudes of said electronic signals
from said front layer (P) and said back layer (T) of
said scintillation chamber,

(2) based on amplitudes of said electronic signals
from said side layers (L, P ,G ,D) of said scintilla-
tion chamber, and

(3) based on times of said electronic signals from said
front layer (F) and said back layer (T) of said scin-
tillation chamber

(iv) determine a depth of gamma quantum interaction
and lines of response for two coincident gamma
quanta based on a distribution of electronic signal
amplitudes in said photomultipliers of said side layers
(L, G, P, D) of said scintillation chamber,

(v) define an annihilation point along each of said lines
of response based on times of said electronic signals
from all said photomultipliers, and

(vi) provides a tomographic picture based on a set of
lines of response and said annihilation points along
said lines of response.

2. The matrix device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing voltage dividers for distributing voltage to photomulti-
plier dynodes.

3. The matrix device according to claim 1, wherein said
scintillation plates are connected to each other by optical
cement having a refractive index similar to a refractive index
of'a material from which said scintillation plates are made.

4. The matrix device according to claim 1, wherein said
scintillation plates are separated from interior of said scintil-
lation chamber with a light-proof foil.

5. The matrix device according to claim 1, wherein said
scintillation chamber is lined with a plastic cover from a
patient’s side.

6. A method for determining a location and a time of a
gamma quantum interaction in a matrix device comprising a
scintillation chamber, wherein said scintillation chamber
comprises:

(a) scintillation plates made of plastic doped with atoms
with atomic number of at least 50, wherein surfaces of
said scintillation plates are configured to reflect photons
incident to said surfaces from inside of said scintillation
chamber at an angle greater than a boundary angle,

(b) photomultipliers forming detector walls and arranged
as side layers (L, P, G, D) of said scintillation chamber
and as a front layer (F) and a back layer (T) of said
scintillation chamber for registering light pulses emerg-
ing from said scintillation chamber and for converting
said light pulses into electronic signals,

(c) a mounting plate attached to a housing for sheltering
said matrix device, wherein said photomultipliers are
attached to said mounting plate, and wherein said
mounting plate is situated between said scintillation
plates and said housing, and wherein said mounting
plate has a net of cut holes, said holes having a size and
a shape corresponding to a casing of each of said pho-
tomultipliers,
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(d) a frame attached to said housing, wherein said scintil-
lation plates are embedded in said frame, and

(e) an air layer between said photomultipliers and said
scintillation plates, the method comprising the steps of:

(1) selecting events for which said electronic signals
were registered in at least three side layers (L, G, P, D)
and in said front layer (F) and said back layer (T) of
said scintillation chamber,

(i) including in further processing only those of said
electronic signals which appeared within a fixed time
interval,

(iii) determining said location of said gamma quantum
interaction in a plane of said scintillation plates as an
average of calculations made with three independent
methods:

(1) based on amplitudes of said electronic signals
from said front layer (F) and said back layer (T) of
said scintillation chamber,

(2) based on amplitudes of said electronic signals
from said side layers (L, G, P, D) of said scintilla-
tion chamber, and

15
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(3) based on times of said electronic signals from said
front layer (F) and said back layer (T) of said scin-
tillation chamber,

(iv) determining a depth of said gamma quantum inter-
action and lines of response for two coincident
gamma quanta based on a distribution of signal ampli-
tudes in said photomultipliers of said side layers (L,
G, P, D) of said scintillation chamber,

(v) defining an annihilation point along each of said lines
of response based on times of said electronic signals
from all of said photomultipliers, and

(vi) providing a tomographic picture based on a set of
said lines of response and said annihilation points
along said lines of response.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising the
step of reconstructing a distribution of a density of a radioac-
tive marker in a patient’s body based on said location and said
time of said gamma quantum interaction.

#* #* #* #* #*
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